
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Family Line 
 
of 
 

John Ross 
 
 
 
 
  



     

 

Note to reader:  Charles Heywood of Georgia supplied me with a copy of Mary Ross 

Whitman’s book and I found it extremely valuable in providing “lost” detail on the Ross 

line.  In an effort to make her work available to other researchers, I have done my best to 

reproduce it as a PDF document for posting on-line.  The work is undated but can be 

estimated to have been completed between 1931 (the latest date mentioned) and 1938 

(the author’s death). 

 

I have tried to remain true to the original work – obviously hammered out with the 

typewriter technology of the time – while taking advantage of today’s word processing 

capability.  Pagination and margins, of course, may not be exactly as in the original.  I 

have opted to retain Miss Whitman’s double-spaced text and formatting.   

 

In various places “updates” have been penciled into the text and, on my copy at least, 

they are not always legible.  I have included them when I felt I could do so and remain 

accurate.  The “penciled in” additions to the original text appear here in red, as are any 

corrections I’ve made to the text.   

 

Obvious typographical errors may be corrected; otherwise, I have reproduced the text as 

she wrote it.   

 

 

 

 

 

John Trudo 

March 2008 

 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Line of JOHN ROSS 

 

of Bramley, Yorkshire, England, and Omro, Wisconsin, traced 

back through five  

 

generations and carried forward through four, by his grand-

daughter 

 

Mary Ross Whitman 

 

In memory of her mother 

 

Martha Ross Whitman 

 

Who always used to say, with thinly-veiled British pride, 

“If you ever go to England, you’ll find fine folks”. 
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“A good root maketh the branches to flourish by virtue of the lively sap 

that it sendeth up; and flourishing branches win praise to the root for the 

pleasant fruit which they bring forth.” 

 

Line of John Ross 

of Bramley, Yorks, England, and Omro, Wisconsin 

 

First Generation 

 

 Walter Wrose,
(1)

 of Bramley, near Leeds, Yorks., England.  Died January 14, 

1643 (4), temp. Charles I. bu. in Calverley churchyard, near the north wall of the church.  

The tombstone, inscribed “of Bramley” indicates that this generation of the family was 

located in that village, about a mile distant from Leeds. 

                                                 
Note.  This spelling, Wrose, elsewhere Wrosse, indicates the customery local pronunciation of the family 

name even when spelled Ross.  The writer heard her great-grandfather, Walter
5
, of Rodley, Eng., spoken of 

as Watty Wrose, by an old man who as a child had known him; yet in his time the name was always spelled 

Ross. 
 
Both this pronunciation and spelling Wrose support the belief (not actually verified by records) that this 

Walter Wrose was a member of that Ross family of Bramley which claimed descent (Dugdale’s Visitation, 

1666) from William Ros (Rosse) of Ingmanthorpe (13
th
 c.) who, in turn was the progenitor of a younger 

line down from Ros (Roos) of Hamlake, Barons (temp. Henry I., 1100 A.D.).  The name as given in the 

early records shows various spellings; as Ros, Roos, Rosse, Rose, Wrose, Wrosse, Ross.  Identity of 

locality with the Bramley family also suggests the relationship, as also the given name Walter (See notes on 

early generations at the end).   

 

Another conjecture, weakly sustained, arises from the name of the hill town, Wrose, (Danish “hill”, or 

“hill-top”) about thirty miles distant.  Many family names have had such origin.  In the 14
th
 century, when 

possession of a family name carried some distinction, an unimportant individual, attached to some estate or 

to a village guild, could not move about freely and was not identified at home more fully than by a given 

name plus a patronymic, son of John, son of Jacob; or by a personal characteristic, as Jack the whistler; or 

by occupation, as George the miller.  When such an individual did break away from his native background, 

he was accounted for in the local records as of such or such a place, the name often becoming a fixed 

surname.  However, the late Mr. Karl Federer, of Bradford, Eng., a well-known genealogist and a relative 

of the family, thought the connection with the Peter do Ros line (see end) fully indicated.  At any rate, the 

supposition of some of the family in England that the stock came from Scotland is thoroughly discredited, 

the name being spelled Ross only in later generations.  
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 At this time, and for several generations to come, the family were communicants 

of the established Church of England; and there are in this ancient churchyard of Calverly 

more than a score of table tombstones marking family vaults of succeeding generations 

who resided within the parish at various villages and hamlets, such as Farsley, Woodhall, 

Pudsey, Bagley, etc.  Bramley, however, was in the parish of Leeds; and this probably 

accounts for the identifying inscription, “of Bramley,” in the case of Walter, who would 

be a stranger in the Calverley parish.  He may have been making his home with a son or 

daughter in a village within the parish.  His wife’s name is unknown.  She may have been 

buried in Leeds; but the gravestones of even this date at Leeds are mostly effaced by time 

and tread of feet.   

 Children: I John
2
, of Bramley.  Bap. 1617 (8). This date of the first  

    recorded birth in Walter’s family, indicates a marriage  

    about 1616, and Walter’s date of birth to be possibly as late  

    as 1590 to 1594.  However, it may have been somewhat  

    earlier. 

 

   II Joseph
2
, of New Chapel.  Bap. 1619 (20) 

 

   III Mary
2
, Bap. 1623. 

 

   IV Jonas
2
, of Bramley, Bap. 1625.  Paid tax for two hearths in  

    1663. 

 

   V JOSHUA
2
, of Bramley.  Bap. 1630. 

 

   VI Anne
2
.  Bap 1632. 

 

 

Second Generation 

 

 Joshua Wrose (Ross)
2
 (Walter

1
), of Bramley, later of Farsley.  Born 1630; died 

Jan. 16, 1719; bu. at Calverley in the same vault with his father.  His name is there 

spelled Ross, the inscription reading, “Son of the above,” while the father’s name is 
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spelled Wrose, as we have already said.  Joshua’s name appears Wrose, however, when 

he is recorded as church warden 1673-4; 1683-4; 1701-2.  Married Anne Bridge of 

Farnley in 1665. 

 Children: I Infant son, died 1666. 

   II Joseph
3
, of Woodhall.  B.1670; d.1716; bu. at Calverley.   

    M. Mercy Wilkinson in 1703. 

    Children: (1) Hannah
4
 (1704-     ) 

      (2) William
4
 (1706-     ) 

      (3) Ann
4
   (1709-     ) 

      (4) Joseph
4
 (Infant) 

 

   III Timothy
3
, of Woodhall.  B.1674; d.1733; 

    m.(1) Sarah Walton in 1701 (d.1703); 

    m.(2) Mary … 

      Children: (1) Mary (1706-    ) 

      (2) Timothy (1710-    ) 

      (3) John (1712-    ) 

      (4) Rachel (1714-    ) 

      (5) Joseph (1717-    ) 

      (6) Hannah (1719-    ) 

 

   IV John
3
, born   ; d. 1695. 

 

   V Jonathan
3
, of Farsley and Bagley.  B.1682; m.1707, Sarah  

    Wade (b.1683) dau. of Edward Wade of Bagley.   

    Church warden at Calverley 1710-11; 1720-1, his name  

    being spelled Ross in the records. 

    Children: (1) Elizabeth (1708-    ) 

      (2) Mary and  

      (3) Martha (1709-    ) 

      (4) Jonathan (1713-    ) 

      (5) Benjamin, infant  

      (6) Joshua (1717-    ) 

      (7) Jeremy and  

      (8) Sarah (1719-    ) 

 

   VI BENJAMIN
3
 of Farsley.  B.1685. 

 

   VII William
3
 B. 1687; d.1694 
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Third Generation 

 

Benjamin
3
, (Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Farsley.  Bap 1685; d.1742; bu. at Calverley.  M.1709, 

Sarah Lumby (b.1690; d. 1758) dau. of John and Abigail (Hainsworth) Lumby of 

Stanningley.   

 

 Children: I Walter
4
, b.1710 (Pudsey Nonconformist Reg.) 

 

   II Anne
4
, b.1712; d.1714. 

 

   III Joshua
4
, b.1714; d. 1796; bu. Calverley.   

     Wife’s name unknown. 

     Childen: (1) Hannah (1770-1831); 

            m.William Clarkson of Farsley;  

            bu. at Calverley. 

 

       (2) John, b.1771. 

  

   IV Joseph
4
, b. 1716 (Pudsey Nonc. Reg.) 

 

   V Mary
4
, b.  1718. 

 

   VI Sarah
4
, b. 1721. 

 

   VII BENJAMIN
4
, of Farsley.  B.1722. 

 

   VIII Hannah
4
, b.1725. 

 

   IX JOHN
4
, of Rodley.  B.1726. 

 

   X James
4
, of Calverley.  B.1728; 

     m.1766 Sarah Thompson. 

     Children: (1) Betty (1767-    ) 

       (2) William (1769-    ) 

       (3) Mary (1772-    ) 

       (4) John (1777-    ) 

 

   XI Martha
4
, b.1730; m.Benj. Boocock, 1753. 

 

   XII Abigail
4
, b. 1731. 
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Fourth Generation 

   Benjamin
4
 (Benjamin

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Farsley, b.1722; d.1787; bu. at Bagley, in  

yard of Baptist-chapel.  M. May 26, 1757, Mary Troughton (1729-1810) of 

Gomersall, in presence of his brother, John of Rodley. 

 

Children:   I Joseph
5
, b.1761; d.1837.  Unmarried. 

  II JOSHUA
5
 and  

  III Martha
5
, b.1770; d.1825; bu. at Bagley. 

 

   John
4
 (Benjamin

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Rodley, a hamlet four miles from Bramley.  

 Born 1726; d. 1796; bu. in yard of Bagley Baptist-chapel, at left of entrance.  M. 

 Bridget …., b.1735; d. 1782; bu. in same vault as her husband.  Bagley adjoins 

 Rodley.   

 

 The dates of their children’s birth, as will be seen below, indicate a late marriage, 

perhaps 1767 or 8, when John would be forty-one or forty-two years of age, and Bridget 

thirty-two or thirty-three.  There is a tradition given the writer by a descendant of 

Benjamin (brother of this John) that the couple eloped and were married at Gretna Green, 

a village on the border of Scotland, formerly noted for clandestine marriages.  Bridget’s 

last name is not known, (there being no parish record of the marriage). 

    It is interesting to note that both John and his brother Benjamin (above) became 

nonconformists, and were buried in a Baptist chapel yard (Bagley), while their elder 

brother, Joshua, remained in the established church in which they had all been reared.  It 

is a mere supposition that some obstacle may have arisen in the case of John and 

Bridget’s marriage, resulting in elopement and a departure from the traditional faith.  The 

bride may have been divorced from a former husband still living.  The name Bridget is an 

old English name as well as Irish.   

 John was a cloth manufacturer.  The business of wool growing and cloth making 

had been introduced into England from the Low Countries as early as the fourteenth 

century, developing at first in the eastern counties.  Later, in the North, and especially in 
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the West Riding of Yorkshire, agriculture was displaced by the new industry and Leeds 

developed as a cloth center; and in all the villages and hamlets round about, small 

manufacturers set up their looms in kitchen, attic, or shed, and carried their bolts of cloth 

(mostly broadcloth) to the agents in Leeds.   

 The inscription, Cloth Manufacturer, on John’s tombstone appears on many others 

of the family stones at Bagley and over at Calverley, and indicates the general occupation 

of the family at this time preceding the advent of the factory system.  The letters of the 

inscription, three inches high, are as clear as when first carved.   

  Children: I Bridget
5
, b. Jan 1, 176_. 

    II WALTER
5
, b. Feb 21, 1771. 

 

 

Fifth Generation 

 

   Joshua
5
 (Benj.

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Farsley, b.1770; d.1841; bu. at Calverley.   

M. Ann …. (1774-1831).  Both were communicants of the established church at 

Calverley. 

 

Children: I Elizabeth
6
, b. 1794; d.1811. 

 

  II Benjamin
6
, b.1796; d.1798. 

 

  III Mary
6
, b.1798; d.____; m. John Harn. 

 

  IV Jonathan
6
, b.1799; d.1853; bu. at Calverley.  M. Elizabeth  

   Cockshot, (b.1805; d.1875). 

   

  V Hannah
6
, b.1801. 

 

  VI Benjamin
6
, b.1803; d.1804. 

 

  VII JOSEPH
6
, b.1805. 

 

  VIII Rebecca
6
, b.1807; d.1869.  M. in 1830  

    Peter Hainsworth (1810-1853).  

    Both bu. at Bagley. 



 - 7 -    

 

    Children:  (1) Grace (1832-1895) 

      (2) Ann 

      (3) Joseph, b.1836;d.1875. 

       M. ____ 

       Child: Joseph Ross  

       Hainsworth (See Note, p.11) 

      (4) Joshua Ross (1838-1843) 

      (5) Elizabeth (1842-1877) 

 

  IX Grace
6
, b.1810; d.1869. M. James Ingham. 

 

  X Martha
6
, b.1814; d.1846. M. 1834 Joseph Whittaker. 

 

 Walter
5
 (John

4
, Benjamin

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Rodley near Stanningley, half 

way between Bradford and Leeds.  B. Feb. 21, 1771; d.1831; bu. in the yard of Bagley 

Baptist chapel, in same vault as his father and mother (John and Bridget). M. in 1794, at 

the age of twenty-three, Sarah, dau. of Thos. Walshaw, of Buck Mill, Idle, near Bradford 

(1773-1861). 

 Walter was an only son.  His only sister, Bridget, (older), is said to have died 

young.  His mother passed away when he was eleven years old; his father when he was 

twenty-five.  He was educated at Mr. Foster’s school for boys, near Bradford.  After his 

marriage he lived at Rodley in a stone house (still standing in 1908) near the center of the 

village.  To this house he had brought his bride, “Sally” Walshaw.  Her father, Thos. 

Walshaw, lived in a grey stone house, now in ruins, near an old mill (Buck Mill) on a 

manorial estate of Idle, within walking distance of Bradford.  To this mill all the tenants 

of the lord of the manor had to come to have their corn ground, and George was the 

miller in charge.    
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 Sally was one of nine sisters, all noted locally for their good looks.  A copy of a 

daguerreotype, taken when she was past eighty, shows traces of marked comeliness.  A 

pretty account of their wedding journey, taken on horseback, with bridesmaids attending, 

was given by one who had known Sally and heard her describe the event.   

 On a visit to Buck Mill House in 1908, the writer picked up a bit of the old oak 

paneling in the living room which she converted into a small box for keepsakes, the 

lining of the box being made from a piece of Sally’s Broché shawl.   

 Walter was a cloth manufacturer.  He had eighteen men at work at looms in the 

long stone addition to his house and carried his cloth to Leeds.  He was one of the 

founders of the original cloth market of Leeds.  On such errands to the city he would stay 

at a favorite inn where he could have access to the books of a traveling library.  But 

tradition indicates that enjoyment of a mug in his wonted corner of the bar-room was 

added to that of the book.  He died at the early age of sixty.   

 As the dates indicate, the widow survived him thirty years, living with her 

daughter, Mrs. Joseph Calvert, of Stanningley, where she died.  She is buried in the 

chapel yard at Bagley in the same grave with her daughter, Frances, who had died 

unmarried at the age of thirty-one in 1833.  She was vigorous even when past eighty, and 

the writer’s mother remembered her to have walked four miles at that age to visit them in 

Bramley.  She died at eighty-eight, of old age.  From references in letters written her by 

her son, John, of Omro, Wisconsin, and given to the present writer in England, she was 

not a church member; but there is an account in the History of Rodley of religious 

gatherings at the house of “Watty Wrose,” conducted by Oliver Heywood, a well-known 

Baptist itinerant preacher of the day.  His house and weaving annex in Rodley, 
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subdivided now into sections, constitutes a “row” of six houses and bounds one side of a 

small village square or green.   

 Children:   I John
6
, b.1794; died in infancy. 

   II Elizabeth
6
, b.1795; d.1869; bu. at Calverley. 

    M. Jonas Margerison, of Moss House,  

    Calverley (1793-1869). 

 

    Children: (1) James (____;____) m.____ 

      Children: (a) Samuel (1857) of Grey Gables,  

        Calverley (see Note).
2
 

           (b) Joseph (1859), of Calverley. 

          (2) Charles 

          (3) Abraham 

          (4) John 

          (5) Gervase 

          (6) William.  M._____ 

      Children:  Edgar (1869) 

            George (1871) 

            Annie (1874) all of Thornton. 

          (7) Frances 

          (8) Bridget 

 

   III JOHN
6
, of Bramley, and Omro, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 

 

   IV William
6
, b.1800; d.May 24, 1830; unmarried. 

 

   V Frances
6
, b.1802; d.1833; unmarried. 

 

   VI HANNAH
6
, b.1805. 

 

   VII Peter
6
, b.1807; died in infancy. 

 

   VIII BENJAMIN
6
, b.1810. 

 

   IX ZILLAH
6
, b.1812. 

 

   X SARAH
6
, b.1814. 

                                                 
Note.- Mr. Sam. Margerison, bachelor, lives at the edge of Calverley in a grey stone house called Grey 

Gables.  He is a well-known genealogist, and has edited and published the Calverley Parish Register in 

three volumes.  He is also a general antiquarian and has a considerable collection of antiquities from 

Mesopotamia and the Near East.  His business interest in lumber and fine woods led him to possess and 

install in the living room of his house the fine old paneling from the Roger de Coverley house where 

Addison was a guest.  The Coverley of the Roger de Coverley papers was Calverley. 
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Sixth Generation 

 

 Joseph
6
, (Joshua

5
, Benj.

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Farsley.  B. 1805; d.1838; 

bu. at Calverley.  M. Mary Roberts (1807-1879).  He was a cloth manufacturer.   

 Children:  I Benjamin
7
, b.1834; d.1908; bu. at Calverley.  Unmarried. 

   II Ann
7
, b.1835; d.1876.  M. Matthew Busfield, of Farsley. 

    Children:  (1) Hannah, b.1864; d. ____ 

          (2) Joseph Ross, b.1870.   

      Bachelor (see Note below).
3
 

 

 John
6
, (Walter

1
, Joshua

2
, Benj

3
., John

4
., Walter

5
) of Bramley, and Omro, 

Wisconsin.  B. Rodley, Yorks., England, in 1798.  As a youth he attended a boy’s school 

in Gomersall, near Bradford, called Turton Hall.  In later years the principal of this same 

school was Mr. John Sargent, the husband of John’s sister Sarah.   

 He married in 1819, at twenty-one years of age, Mary (b.1797;d.1869), dau. Of 

George Clough (pronounced Kluff), of Bramley, a basket maker. 

 Tradition says that John met Mary as she was on her way to market.  The donkey 

which she was driving had stumbled and fallen, letting his burden of cloth drop to the 

ground; and the young man was moved to admiration at the resourcefulness and physical 

strength which the young woman showed in getting her beast up and the bolts of cloth 

again adjusted to his back.   

                                                 
Note.-  In 1908 the writer was in Farsley, accompanied by an English cousin, Miss Bertha Ross Federer, of 

Bradford.  While talking of family history and tradition with this Mr. Busfield and Mr. Joseph Ross 

Hainsworth, a neighbor who had come in to join us, we discovered that all four of us had Ross for a middle 

name.  Mr. Busfield and Mr. Hainsworth were second cousins, Mr. Hainsworth being a grandson of 

Rebecca Ross
6
, and Mr. Busfield being a grandson of Rebecca’s brother Joseph

6
.  Miss Federer

8
 and the 

writer
8
 were second cousins to each other and fourth cousins to our hosts.   

 A few days later Mr. Busfield, who was on the point of sailing for Australia, and who had no near 

relatives living, came to see me in Bradford and brought me as a gift and as a souvenir of my visit, a silver 

teaset of Sheffield plate which had come down in his family from the Ross side.  It is now a much-prized 

possession of my brother, Chauncey H. Whitman, of Campbell, California. 
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 The romance soon culminated in marriage which was not entirely acceptable to 

John’s family, and the young couple finally settled in Bramley (Mary’s home town), 

about four miles from Rodley (See topographical sketch), and John set up his loom.  

Children came, ten of them, and eventually John and his family moved into a stone 

house, the first of a row of new houses built at the edge of the village, on a country road 

known as Bramley Back Lane, now well within the town of Bramley, as Bramley in turn 

has become a suburb of the great expanding city of Leeds.   

 His house was the largest of the row, consisting of two floors and an attic.  As the 

older boys grew up, Reuben and William, then John and Walter, they helped with the 

business of weaving which was carried on in the large attic room.  But a big, red, cloth 

factory, located in the open fields, opposite the lower end of Bramley Back Lane, 

menaced the small home loom; and John began to talk of America.  He was thinking of 

the future of his lads.  They knew only “cloth” as a livelihood; their forebears had been 

for generations independent cloth manufacturers; they could not stoop to factory work, at 

least not in England.   

 Finally Hannah, the eldest, married now to William Boocock, of Bramley, 

emigrated with husband and family, settling in North Paterson, New Jersey.  Reuben, the 

eldest son, and his young family were on the point of “coming out” also, as Reuben’s 

wife had a brother, a Mr. Joseph Musgrove, already in Wisconsin, where farm land was 

to be had for a small sum; and William, the second son, actually had crossed, leaving his 

wife and children to follow when he could send for them.  

 The proposed move was discussed for at least three years.  John was approaching 

fifty; it seemed an undertaking; and one member of the family at least could not endure 
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the thought of the journey.  That was the daughter, Sarah, a girl of nineteen; when the talk 

turned to American she would go out of the room.  And it was not to be her fate; for she 

died from the effects of a severe cold in 1845, two years before the family started.  She 

was buried in Bramley Baptist chapel yard.  There is no stone.   

 The memory of that young sister was ever sacred throughout the years which 

followed.  The writer often heard her mother sing an old-fashioned hymn, the words of 

which were written on the flyleaf of her tiny New Testament brought from Bramley 

chapel Sabbath school and which were headed “Sister Sarah’s Favorite Hymn”.  It began:  

   “I hear my Shepherd’s voice, 

    He bids me not to roam.” 

 

 John, the father, left for America in 1847, bringing with him the youngest, 

George, a lad of eleven.  He described the crossing in his first letter written back to his 

wife and children in England.   

“Paterson, N.Jersey, Sept.21/47. 

 My dear wife and children: 

 We have landed safe and in good health on the American shore, after a 

pleasant and easy passage of 32 days (!).  George was sick 3 times, 2 days each 

time, and I was a little sickly 3 times when we had a smart breeze which made the 

ship to heave and rock, but the weather was generally calm with gentle breezes 

blowing in the right direction…. 

 

 We had great inconvenience in crossing.  We had two fires, one in east 

side of ship, no chimney to take away the smoke…. 

 

 The ship was not detained on quarantine.  We were very soon at Mr. 

Sykes, No. 62 Liberty street, where we were kindly treated.  He had got orders to 

look out for us.  We stopped there 1 night and then went direct by ferry boat and 

railway to Paterson and from there to William Boocock.  We found Hannah and 

little Fanny at home and in excellent health and spirits and never mind about us 

being welcomed into their house. ..” 
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 It was necessary to begin earning money at once; so John went into a factory.  He 

writes that the work was not hard.  The following year his wife, Mary, and the rest of the 

children came over, John and Walter, eighteen and sixteen respectively, being in charge 

during the trip.   

 For more than four years (1848-1853) they moved from place to place in New 

England, living in Woonsocket Falls, Rhode Island, Cherry Valley, Lawrence and 

Worcester, Massachusetts.  But the open spaces of the West were calling.  Son Reuben 

had taken up a claim on one hundred and sixty acres of land near Omro, Winnebago 

County, Wisconsin; John himself had been out to look things over; and the two boys, 

John and Walter, had finally come out for the sake of Walter’s health.   

 Soon the rest of the family followed, making the journey from Worcester to 

Albany by railroad, thence to Buffalo by Erie Canal, then by the Great Lakes to 

Milwaukee, and finally from Milwaukee to Omro by stage, locating on a farm two miles 

from the village.   

 In a letter to England, John tells of the building of the “old grout house” still 

standing at “grandfather’s farm” near Omro.  His letter dated Aug. 3/54 from Omro, says: 

 “We have built our own house this summer.  It is 27 ft. long and 20 

wide and cellar kitchen and cellar in the basement and four rooms above.  

We built the lower part of limestone 7½ feet, and the upper part with lime 

and gravel 8½ feet, what is called a cement house.  We have done all the 

work ourselves.  It is rather novel kind of house in this part, though there 

are many of them in this state.  We intend to plaster outside and inside 

before winter.  We shall color the outside stone color, and score it into 

blocks.  This house will have cost about 45 dolors (dollars) or 10 pounds 

when thoroughly closed in and floors laid, besides our own labour.” …. 

 

  This homestead, the house being enlarged later, was the home until the end.  Here 

Mary, the wife, died in 1869.  Later, with the good will of all his children, the father 
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married as his second wife the widow of Deacon Priest, who survived him, John dying in 

1876.  Both he and his first wife, Mary, are buried in the Omro cemetery.   

 John was a typical Yorkshireman:  of medium height; well-built; dignified and 

reserved in bearing.  He was by nature a proud man; but his pride was balanced by 

Christian humility.  Somewhat stern of countenance, he often displayed a bantering good 

humor, and was always tender in family relations.   

 He was conscientious and devout; a member of the Baptist Church from youth; 

and the faith and fervour of his prayers at the family altar have been a wholesome 

memory even to the third generation.   

 Children: I HANNAH
7
, b.1820. 

   II REUBEN
7
, b.1821. 

   III WILLIAM
7
, b.1824. 

   IV Sarah
7
, b.1826; d.1845 in Eng. Bu. at Bramley. 

   V Elizabeth
7
, b.1826; d.1849 in Lawrence, Mass. 

   VI JOHN
7
, b.1830. 

   VII WALTER
7
, b.1832. 

   VIII MARTHA
7
, b.1834, and  

   IX MARY
7
, b.1834. 

   X GEORGE
7
, b.1836. 

 Hannah
6
 (Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Stanningley, later of 

Birmingham.  B. in Rodley, 1805; d.1876; bu. beside her husband at Airedale cemetery, 

Charlestown, Shipley.  M. John Jordan, a Baptist minister of Stanningley, later a 

physician of Birmingham.   
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 Children: I  John
7
, b.____; d.____, being killed in an accident to his  

carriage.  Living in 1873.  He never married.  He was a 

well-known physician of Birmingham, and together 

with his brothers founded the Infirmary of Birmingham.   

 

   II Thomas Furneaux
7
, b._____; M. Lizzie Swan of  

Birmingham.  He, like his brothers, was a physician and 

later a surgeon of Birmingham.  He is said to have been 

the first to operate with success on clubfoot.   

 

   III William Ross
7
, b.1823; d.1908; bu. at St. Mary’s, Mosely,  

Birmingham.  M. Mary Frances (dau. Of Dr. Thomas of 

Birmingham); Physician and Surgeon. 

 

 Children: (1) Walter
8
, a physician of Birmingham. 

      (2) Gertrude (1862-’66) 

      (3) Constance 

      (4) Kate 

 

   IV Sybilla
7
, b.1836.  M. James Lonsdale, (1836-1898).   

  Professor in Mr. Sargent’s school at Gomersall.   

  Children: (1) John 

       (2) Walter 

       (3) Constance 

       (4) Aimee 

       (5) Annette 

       (6) Bertrand 

       (7) Alwyn 

 

   V Walter, died young. 

 

 Benjamin
6
, (Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
) of Rodley, Eng., and later of 

Amesbury, Mass., B.1810; d.1858 in England, to which he had returned, probably only 

for a visit.  Bu. at Stanningley.  M. Sarah Bradley of Pudsey, near Leeds.   

 He emigrated to America some time before 1847, preceding his brother John, and 

seems to have early settled in Amesbury.  He had left his family in England, but by 1850 

they had joined him in New England.  He found various means of making a livelihood, 

but was handicapped by poor health himself and by the unfortunate condition of mental 

unbalance of his wife.  A son, Walter, also suffered from the same malady.  Finally he 
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returned to England, leaving his family in Amesbury, and died in Stanningley.  He is said 

to have been his mother’s favorite.   

 Children: (1) Walter 

 

(2) Alfred 

 

(3) William, of Plymouth, Mass. 

 

(4) Frances, d.1893.  M ____ 

 

  Children:   (a) dau. 

   (b) son. 

   (c) Fred 

      (5) Zillah 

 

(5) Elizabeth, m. Samuel B. Sawyer of Amesbury, Mass. 

 

 Zillah
6
, (Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
), b.1812; d.1867; bu. at 

Gildersome, M.1834, Joseph Calvert of Gilroyd (Morley) and Stanningley (1808-1874). 

 Children: I Sarah
7
, b.1834; d.1907; bu. at Undercliff cemetery,  

Bradford.  M. Karl A. Federer, a native of St. Gallen, 

Switzerland (1837-1908) and later a Professor of 

Languages in Bradford.  He was a great scholar and 

linguist, and a well-known genealogist.  His complete 

Yorkshire library was bought, at his death, by the city 

of Bradford, and his John Wesley collection came by 

purchase to Northwest University, Chicago.   

 

     Children: (1) Karl Joseph (1864) living in St.  

       Gallen, Switzerland, a schoolmaster. 

          (2) Bertha Cecilia (1872) 

          (3) Rhoda Elizabeth (1876) 

          (4) Felix John (1877-1906).  Died in  

       Winnipeg, Canada, and bu. there. 

   II Frances, b. 1837. 

 

   III Hannah
7
, b.1840, d.1912.  M. Joseph Scarth, of Morley  

     (1836-1892). 

   

     Children: (1)  Alfred, of Morley (1864) 

(2) Ann Eunice, of Morecombe (1876) 
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(3) Ebenezer of Morecombe, Lancashire 

(1880). 

 

   IV William, b.1842. 

 

   V Rhoda
7
, b.1844 in Morley.  D. at Yerkes Observatory,  

Williams Bay, Wisc. In 1921.  Came to Nashville, 

Tenn. with her brothers in 1873.  M. Edward 

Emerson Barnard, eminent astronomer of Nashville, 

and later of Lick and Yerkes Observatories.  

(d.1922).  No children.  

 

   VI Daniel
7
, b.1846; d.1867.  Educated at Turton Hall, near  

     Bradford.   

 

   VII Walter, b.1848. 

 

   VIII Ebenezer
7
, b.1850 in Morley, Eng.  D.1924 in Nashville,  

Tenn.  Educated as a young man at Turton Hall, nr. 

Bradford, and later as an art student at So. 

Kensington, London.  He was an artist of 

recognized ability, and many canvases in public and 

private possession, especially in the South, are the 

work of his brush.   

 

 Children: (1)   Mary Ross
8
, b.June 20, 1884.  On the  

staff of Yerkes Observatory, (Univ. 

of Chicago).  For many years she 

was assistant to her uncle Prof. E.E. 

Barnard, and since his death has 

edited his great book of Plates on the 

Milky Way.   

 

(2) Bertha Winifred, b.Dec. 6, 1885, of 

Nashville, Tenn.  An expert 

photographer, specializing, together 

with her sister, on children’s pictures.   

 

(3) Zillah Margaret
8
, b. Aug. 5, 1887, of 

Nashville, Tenn.  Associated with her 

sister as successors to the long-

established firm of Calvert Bros. in 

their photographic studio.   

 

(4) Alice Rosamund, b.April 22, 1891.  

M. William Lewis of Nashville.   
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 Children:   

(a) Elizabeth (1915) 

(b) Virginia (1919) 

(c) Helen C. (1922) 

 

   IX Elizabeth
7
, b.1853 in Morley, England.  Joined her brothers  

and sister in Nashville, giving a life-long service to 

her widowed brother Ebenezer and his family.   

 

   X Peter Ross
7
, b.1855 in Morley, England; d.1931 in  

Nashville.  M. (1) Mattie, dau. of Judge McLean, 

(d.1891); m. (2) Bird Hamilton, (d.1898); m. (3) 

Elizabeth Hall, of Stanningley, Yorks., England.  

Educated, as a young man, at his Uncle Sargent’s 

school, Turton Hall, nr. Bradford; and later at So. 

Kensington, London.  He came to Nashville in 

1873, a skilled artist with both brush and pencil.  

Later he was associated with his brother, Ebenezer, 

in the firm of Calvert Bros., Photographers, of 

Nashville.   

 

     Children: 

      (1
st
 wife) Douglas (1890) 

      (2
nd

 wife) Ross (1896) 

 

   XI Ada, b.1857. 

 

 Sarah
6
, (Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
).  B.1814, died 1873; bu. at 

Collingham Baptist chapel, Newark, Notts.  M. John Sargent (1801-1879) of Gildersome, 

Yorks.  A Baptist minister; later, Principal of a boys’ school, Turton Hall, nr. Bradford.   

 Children: I Eliza Jane
7
, m. John (later Sir John) Haslem, of Gildersome 

     and Harrogate.   

     

      Children:   (1)  Emily 

        (2)  Beatrice, and  

        (3)  others. 

 

   II Anna Maria
7
, m. John W. Bennett of Chipping Norton and  

    Leeds (1846-1883).  She was living in Leeds in 1908.   

       

      Children:   (1)  Herbert 

(2) Lillian 

(3) Arnold 
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(4) Frank 

(5) Nellie 

 

 

Seventh Generation 

 

    

 Hannah
7
 (John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
).  B. 1820 in Bramley, 

Yorks., Eng.; d. at the age of thirty-seven (1857) in Omro, Wisconsin; bu. in Omro 

village cemetery.  M. in England, William Boocock of Bramley (son of _____ and Grace 

Boocock).  Came to America with her husband and eldest child in 1846, locating near 

North Paterson, New Jersey.  By chance the writer met an old gentleman in Bramley who 

had known the Ross family in his youth.  He inquired especially for Hannah; and 

disclosed later his early admiration for her.  She is said to have been both capable and 

comely.   

 Children:  I Frances, b.1844 in Bramley, Eng.; d. in Oshkosh, Wisc., 1895.  M. 

     Quintus C. Hale, of Omro, later of Oshkosh.  Both bu. in  

    Omro cemetery.   

 

    Children:   (1)  Clinton, b.___; d.___ 

(2) Leo, of St. Joseph, Michigan. 1868 

(3) Berdena (A.B.Chicago) M. Frank T. 

Fulton of Moundsville, W. Va.   

(4) Milton, of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

(5) Fred, of Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

       II Sarah
8
, b.1849 in Woonsocket, Rhode Island.  M. James Joseph  

    Thomas Heywood (1845-1924) of Omro, Wisc., later of  

    Chicago, Ill.  And Ridgewood, New Jersey. 

 

    Children:   (1)  Eugene
9
, (d.1943) of Ridgewood, N.  

       Jersey.  M. Josephine Reynolds of  

       Chicago (d.1920).  Dau. Margaret  

       (A.B. Syracuse).   

(2) Charles Wardell
9
, (A.B. Univ. of  

 Michigan; M.D. Northwestern) 

 b.Oct 14 1871.  d. Oct 31, 1941. 

 Physician and Surgeon. 
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 Formerly of Chicago, now of Utica, 

 N.Y.  M. 1907 Helen Soper of  

 Chicago (b.1881).  (b. April 3, 1881-  

 d. August 8, 1950) 

Children:  (a) Thomas Soper
10

 (A.B. Beloit)  

  b.1910. 

(b) James Soper (Student U. of 

Mich.) b.1912.  B.S.-U of 

Mich 1934  M.D. Univ of 

Syracuse (N.Y.) 1939.  M. 

Mary Louise Goldsmith 

(1939) Jackson, Mich.  

Children:  Charles Philip 

(b.1942) Utica, Margaret Ann 

(b.1943). 

 

   III  Martha, died at age of four years in Omro, Wisconsin. 

 

   IV  Mary, died young, in Omro.  

 

 Reuben
7
, (John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
), b. 1821 in Bramley, 

Yorks., Eng.; d.1885 in Omro, Wisc.  M. in Eng.  Eliza Musgrove of Bramley (1826-

1893).  Lived and died on his homestead farm about two miles from Omro village.   

 Children:   I Emily
8
, b.1843 in Bramley, Yorks., Eng., d.1914 in  

     Berlin, Wisc.  M. Levi J. Silverthorn of Omro,  

     later of Chicago, Ill., and Monrovia, Calif.  (1843- 

     1928).  Both bu. in Omro cemetery.   

 

    Children: (1)  Byron
9
, b.1867.  M. Gertie Steele of Omro.   

      Living in Long Beach, California.   

 

(2) Frank Ross
9
, (M.D.Northwestern) b.1869, of  

 Omro, later of Chicago, and now of Los  

 Angeles, Calif.  Physician and Surgeon.  M.  

 Charlie Scallorn (b.1875).   

 

 Children:  (a)  Burton
10

, b.1896, of Long  

   Beach, Calif.   

(b) Herbert, b.1901, of Los 

Angeles. 

(c) Ruth Ardine (1913-1917). 

 

(3) Mary
9
, b.1884.  M. James M. Watt of  
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 Chicago.   

(4)  Grace
9
, b.1886; d.1906 in Chicago.  Bu. in 

 Omro, Wisc.   

 

   II Albert
8
, b.1849; d.1921, of Omro, Wisc.  M. Sarah  

     Heywood of Omro (1847-1913).   

 

      Son:  Herbert J. (D.D.S. Northwestern); 

        b.1875; d.1895, unmarried.   

 

   III Henry
8
, b.1857; d.1925, of Omro, Wisc.  M. Kate Thomas  

     (d.1921).   

 

     Children:  (1)  Maud, b.1890; m. Harvey Pinkney. 

 

           (2)  Fern, b.1892; m. Harry Pratt. 

     

           (3)  Lynn, b.1895; m. Edna ___ 

 

           (4)  David (1900-1901) 

 

           (5)  Lizzie, b.1902; m. _____ Miller. 

 

           (6)  Mary, b.1904; m. _____ 

 

 William
7
, (John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
).  Born in 1824 in 

Bramley, Yorks., Eng.  Died in Killingley, Connecticut in ____.  M. Hannah Wade (b. 

1824?) in England.  He came to America before his father (John
6
) perhaps in 1846; and 

later sent for his family to join him in New Jersey.  After some years of residence in New 

Jersey and Connecticut, he removed to Wisconsin and lived for a time on a farm across 

the river from Omro; but later he returned to Connecticut, where both he and his wife 

died.   

 Children:  I John
8
, b. 1844; d. 1913.  M. Clara Pearson.  Lived and died in  

    Connecticut.  (1860 census) 

 

       II Sarah
8
, b. 1846; d. ___.  M. Frank Olney, of Connecticut.   

    Dau. May.  M. Mr. Bacon. 

 

       III Rose
8
, b. 1858 (b. Conn); d.1912.  M. Frank P. Warren, of  



 - 23 -    

    Donaldson, Conn. 

    Son:  Ernest (A.B. Yale) Principal of High School in  

     Donaldson, Conn. 

 

       IV Emma  1852 (b. Conn) 

 

       V Elizabeth, b. 1850 in Mass..; d. ____.  M. John Orchard of Omro,  

    Wisc.   

    Son:  Frank.   

 

 John
7
, (John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
), of Bramley, Yorks., Eng. 

and Omro, Wisc.  B. 1830 in Bramley; d. in Waukau, a village near Omro, Wisc.  M. (1) 

Bridget Eliza Pugh; (2) Anna Watts Laird; (3) Mrs. Olive Green. 

 Came as a young man (1848) to America, conducting his mother and brothers and 

sisters to rejoin the father (John
6
) already in New Jersey, near Paterson.  For the first 

year, in New Jersey and at Cherry Valley, Mass., he did his share toward the support of 

the family; but he was early filled with ambition to become a preacher of the Gospel; and 

finally, at the instigation of the local Baptist minister, he asked and got permission from 

his father to attend school.  He spent several terms in study, lastly at Phillips Andover; 

but he was called upon to interrupt this preparation because of the ill health of his next 

younger brother, Walter, who was advised to go West for change of climate and an out 

door life.  It was a sacrifice of ambition; but after settling in Wisconsin, he taught school 

winters, married, as his first wife, a well educated young woman, also a teacher, and even 

after locating on a farm, became a local preacher and spent much time throughout his life 

in the service of small and needy churches.   

 He was a student and a thinker.  His open-mindedness is indicated in the matter of 

his first marriage, his wife being a Roman Catholic, and her children were brought up in 
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that faith.  He retired in old age into the village of Waukau, faithful to his affiliation with 

the little Baptist Church there, and died there after a brief illness.   

 Children:  (first wife) 

  I George
8
, of Eureka, Wis., removing late to Montana.  B. ____.  M.   

    Mary Hull. 

     

    Children:  (1)  Louis (M.D.Marquette) of Kenosha, Wis.  

      Physician and Surgeon.   

          (2)  Henry 

          (3)  Clarence 

          (4)  Walter 

          (5)  Esther 

  

  II Alesia, d. young. 

 

   (second wife) 

 

  I William, b.1873. 

  

  II Edward, b.1875. 

 

  III John, d. young. 

 

 Walter
7
, (John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
), of Omro, Wisc., 

Brookings, South Dakota, and, later, of California.  B.1832, in Bramley, Yorks., Eng.  

D.1914 in Webb, Iowa.  M. Lucy Jane Loomis.   

 Came from England with his mother and the other children to join his father, 

already located near Paterson, New Jersey, in 1848.  The first year was spent in adding 

his share to the support of the family, working in a mill as a weaver; but his health soon 

necessitated a change and he came out to Wisconsin where the eldest brother was located 

on a farm near the village of Omro.  His brother John, just older, had given up his studies 

to accompany him, and together they took up a claim, built a small house, and put forty 

acres under cultivation.  His health improved, but he was not robust.  He suffered for 
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years from a malady resulting from mal-nutrition, due, it was believed, to the unsuitable 

food during the six weeks of the stormy ocean crossing to America.  Finding a farmer’s 

life too hard and having an ambition to study, with the ministry as an objective, he finally 

completed his studies at Beaver Dam Academy, supporting himself largely by his own 

efforts.  Until his retirement late in life he followed his chosen work as a Baptist minister, 

filling different pulpits in South Dakota, and later was for some time pastor of the church 

at Mountain View, California.   

   He was a thinker; strong in debate; and devout.  His wife was of great assistance in his 

ministerial duties.  He died at the home of his daughter, Abbie, in Webb, Iowa, his wife 

surviving him only two months.   

 Children:  I Milton J. , b.1861 in WI, farmer in South Dakota  M. Lillie  

    Wilson, no children.   

 

       II Carrie E.  b. IL  (B.S. Brookings Coll.), b.1863.  M. Dr. Isaac Hall  

    Orcutt (d.1912) of Brookings, So. Dakota.  She died in  

    Tampa, Florida (1928), at her step-daughter, Allie’s (Mrs.  

    G. S. Smitzes).   

 

     Son:  Alfred (1889-1916).  He died in Cleveland,  

      Ohio, while pursuing a course in medicine. 

 

       III Abbie E. b. MN  (B.S. Brookings Coll.), b. 1867.  M. Lewis F.  

    Wesche, of Webb, Iowa.  Before marriage she engaged in  

    missionary work among the Chinese in San Francisco.   

 

       IV George E.  b. MN (1869-____), a jeweler, of Sioux Falls, So.  

    Dakota.   

 

       V May  (infant) 

 

       VI Walter Frank b. MN (1875-____) a farmer of So. Dakota.  No  

    children.   
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 Martha
7
 (John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
).  B. Jan 31, 1834, in 

Bramley, Yorks., Eng.  D. Oct 30, 1895, in Superior, Wisc.  Bu. in the village cemetery 

of Omro, Wisc.  M. as second wife, Benjamin Hira Whitman (1815-1882).   

 Came to America with her parents and family at the age of fourteen.  When she 

was nineteen the family removed to a farm in Wisconsin near Omro, Winnebago County, 

and there she and her twin sister, Mary, lived with their parents, assisting them for some 

time in establishing a home in the new, Western country.  A letter written to the 

grandmother in England by her father describes them as “slips of girls”; but they carded 

wool and spun yarn for cloth, and, according to the same letter, wove over four hundred 

yards of carpet for themselves and their neighbors during the first year of their pioneer 

life.   

 Martha was the first of the two to leave home, marrying as second wife Benjamin 

H. Whitman, a farmer with a large family living in the nearby township of Nekimi.  Later 

they removed into the village of Omro, where the husband established a shoe business.   

 She was never robust, after a sever siege of typhoid fever in Lawrence, Mass., 

when she nearly died at the same time that her sister Elizabeth passed away of the same 

disease.   

 Truly a “slip of a girl”, weighing only ninety pounds at the time of her marriage, 

she had undertaken heavy responsibilities; and later, as her family increased, she became 

broken in health, and was a semi-invalid for the remainder of her life.  She had by nature 

an active mind, initiative, and a courageous spirit.  She was always ambitious for her 

children, and to the end of her life thought only of their future.   
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 She survived her husband, who was nineteen years her senior, living thirteen 

years after his death with her children in Ortonville, Minnesota, and later in Superior, 

Wisc., where she died.  Both she and her husband are buried in the village cemetery of 

Omro, Wisc.   

 Children:  I Chauncey Hira
8
, b. 1861, of Campbell, Calif.  Orchardist and  

    merchant.  M. (1) in 1895, Mrs. Mary Ayres Davis, of  

    Centerville, So, Dak.  (D.1925).  M. (2) Lydia Hornbeck,  

    also of Centerville, So.Dakota.  No children.   

 

       II Mary Ross
8
, (A.B. Univ. of Mich.) b.1872.  Formerly Head of the  

    Foreign Language Dept. No. Illinois State Teachers’  

    College, De Kalb, Ill.; now retired, living in Santa Barbara,  

    California. 

 

       III Eva Belle
8
, b.1876.  M. S. C. Awbrey of El Paso, Texas, in 1907;  

    died in El Paso in 1910.  Bu. in El Paso.   

 

 Mary
7 
(John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
).  Born Jan. 31, 1834, in 

Bramley, Yorks., Eng.; died March, 1917, in Omro, Wisc., buried in the cemetery at 

Eureka, Wisc.  Married, as second wife, John Noble of Eureka, Wisc.  Came when a girl 

of fourteen to America with her parents (1848), and after five years in New England (R. 

I. and Mass.) removed with the family to the farm home near Omro, Winnebago Co., 

Wisc.  She married, the last of the family, and went to her husband’s home on a farm, 

near the village of Eureka, where she lived until near the end of her life.  She died, a 

widow, at her only son’s home in Omro.   

 She is held in tender memory by more than a score of nieces and nephews, who 

knew no greater joy than to go “up to Aunt Mary’s”.   

 Son:  Walter W.
8
 (b.1869) of Omro, and now of Oshkosh, Wisc.  Retired business  

   man.  No children.   
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 George
7 
(John

6
, Walter

5
, John

4
, Benj.

3
, Joshua

2
, Walter

1
).  Born 1836 in Bramley, 

Yorks., England.  Died in Sioux Rapids, Iowa.  M. Silvia Luther (b. PA 1847).  Came 

with his father from England in 1847 at the age of eleven.  Later removed with the family 

to the farm home in Omro, Winnebago Co., Wisc., and became a farmer himself.  He 

lived for a time near Omro (town of Delhi), but later moved to northern Iowa, and finally 

retired into the village of Sioux Rapids, where he died.   

 Children:  I Seymour (b 1869 WI)  married Alice Blackmer.   

    Children:   (1)  Rose 

      (2)  Silvia 

 

       II Luther (b. 1872 WI).  Married Marian Taylor.  Baptist minister. 

    Children: (1)  Russel (1897 (WA)? – 1972) 

      (2)  Esther 1899 (WA)? 

      (3)  Randall  (1904 (SD) – 1985) 

      (4)  Orpha M. 1906 (SD) 

      (5) Walter R.  1909 (CO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


